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by discharging through an electrode plate of a high potential a capacitor charged in the preceding
phase. The next and subsequent lower order shocks are successively applied by the same electrode

plate and charged in the preceding phases at a lower potential in accordance with the electrode
plate selection. However, in the electrocardiogram which takes a time to show its maximum positive

deflection and becomes zero thereafter, the approximately exponential current reaches the
maximum current within a very short time after the current starts flowing from a discharge pulse of

large amount. Therefore, if a
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